Towards a History of Anti-Revisionist/Maoist Groups and their bookshops
Introduction

This is an attempt to record some of the history of Maoist groups and their bookshops in Britain in the latter half of the 20th century. Much of the information on the groups, their publications and other material can be found in the Encyclopedia of Anti-Revionism Online , (https://www.marxists.org/history/erol/erol.htm), the groups generally supported Chinese and later Albanian or North Korean Communist party positions. Most of the collections do not include complete runs of the papers and journals so dates for opening and closing of shops may be approximate. Further information and other copies of periodicals can be found at (https://michaelharrison.org.uk/2022/02/the-marxist-leninist-and-anti-revisionist-movement-in-britain/). The assumption is also made that a shop is open by the time of first mention and has closed when it no longer appears having been previously listed. Varying abbreviations of the groups’ names have been used over time particularly (M-L) vs (ML).

Communist Party of Britain (Marxist-Leninist)

The Communist Party of Britain (Marxist-Leninist) (CPBML) split from the Communist Party of Great Britain in 1968, lead for many years by Reg Birch, their regular publication was “The Worker”, various issues from 1969  –  1989 can be found in https://www.marxists.org/history/erol/periodicals/britain/worker-uk/index.htm

The first issue in the archive for March 1969 shows their shop Bellman Bookshop at 155 Fortess Road, London NW5 open initially only Saturdays.
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This is also used as the address for the party and the paper. In September 1971 opening hours are increased.
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In early 1974 there was an expansion with further bookshops opening, Liverpool: October Books, 99 Mount Pleasant, Liverpool 3, Bristol: Main Trend Books, 17 Midland Road, Old Market, Bristol and Brighton: Brighton Workers Bookshop, 37 Gloucester Road, Brighton.
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Some subsequent issues only advertise the Bellman Bookshop but in the 22 March 1976 issue all the previous bookshops are advertised with an additional one in Leeds, The Northern Star Bookshop, 18A Leighton Street, off Great George Street, Leeds and the Liverpool shop October Books has moved to 4B Temple Court.
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In 1976 the CPBML suffered a split with branches in Liverpool, Birmingham and Coventry leaving to form the Communist Workers Movement (CWM) (https://www.marxists.org/history/erol/uk.hightide/high-tide.pdf, accessed 13/10/26)
The CWM seems to have taken October Books with them in the split, exactly when is unclear since October Books is advertised for a final time in The Worker of 10 January 1977.
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A new bookshop is advertised for the first time in the 4 October 1979 issue of The Worker, Clarion Books, 5 The Precinct, Stanford-le-Hope (Essex).
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Main Trend, the Bristol shop, is no longer in their list of shops in the issue of 8 January 1981.
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The Brighton Workers Bookshop appears in early 1982, of which year there are few issues in the archive but has gone by the end which only lists London, Leeds and Stanford-le-Hope shops (and only one bookstall, where in 1979 three had been listed). This is also the last listing of Clarion Books in Stanford-le-Hope (the archive only contains two issues for 1983).
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The Bellman Bookshop is still referenced in The Worker to 1988 and the same address used for the CPBML till the end of the run of the archive in 1989.

The CPBML relaunched their main publication as Workers and continue to sell books, magazines and pamphlets online at https://cpbml.org.uk/shop. The name Bellman Books is still used as publisher.

Communist Workers Movement/Communist Federation of Britain/Revolutionary Communist League of Britain

Communist Workers Movement (CWM)

As noted above the CWM was a split from the CPBML taking over October Books in Liverpool when they split. This address can be seen used in their Theoretical Journal Party Line’s December 1978 issue.
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They were however forced to close the shop as recounted in New Age No. 15 August/September 1979 (https://www.marxists.org/history/erol/uk.hightide/cwm-october.htm, accessed 13/10/26). The next issue of Party Line in 1980 uses the New Era Bookshop address.
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In 1980 the group had merged into the Revolutionary Communist League of Britain.

Communist Federation of Britain (CFBML)

The Communist Federation were associated with New Era Books of 47 Glisson Road Cambridge CB1 2HH as can be seen from their Marxist-Leninist Quarterly from summer 1972.
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Marxist-Leninist Quarterly 8 & 9 at the end of 1974 shows the move of New Era Books to 203 Seven Sisters Road London N4 and also The Workers Bookshop at 81 George Street Glasgow G1
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Class Struggle the CFB(ML) publication from 1976 to 1977 also uses and advertises New Era Books.
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Revolutionary Communist League of Britain (RCLB)
The RCLB was formed in 1977 from the merger of the CFB(M-L) and the Community Unity Association and the new series of Class Struggle as their publication continued with New Era Books.
In 1980 the CWM merged into the RCLB and continued to be based at New Era Books as can be s[image: ][image: ]een in this appeal from Class Struggle in February 1980.

The final issue of Class Struggle in June 1992 noted that New Era Books closed in March 1992.
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The RCLB itself dissolved in 1998 (https://www.marxists.org/history/erol/uk.hightide/index.htm#rclb, accessed 13/1/26).













Communist Party of England (Marxist‐Leninist) (CPE (ML))/Revolutionary Communist Party of Britain (Marxist-Leninist) (RCPB(ML))

The CPE(ML) was formed in 1972 and renamed as the RCPB(ML) in 1979 when it moved to pro Albanian positions (https://www.marxists.org/history/erol/uk.hightide/index.htm#cpeml, accessed 13/10/26).
Its predessor the English Communist Movement (Marxist-Leninist) ECM(ML) advertised a number of bookshops in their Communist England! of April 1970. Banner Books and Crafts, 90, Camden High Street London, NW1, Scottish Vanguard Books at 105-7 Morrison Street, Edinbugh and 270 Paisley Road, Glasgow and Progressive Books and Periodicals 10, Exchange St Upper, Dublin
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Progressive Books and Periodicals, 569 Old Kent Road, London SE1 is advertised in the 20 April 1971 edition of Workers’ England Weekly News.
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A further branch of Progressive Books & Periodicals at 8 Coombe Terrace, Lewes Road, Brighton is advertised in the 1 May 1971 edition.
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Their Marxist-Leninist Journal of April 1982 shows two bookshops, both called Progressive Books at 172 Wandsworth Road, London SW8 and 229 Rookery Road, Handsworth, Birmingham.
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The January 91 issue of Marxist-Leninist Journal only shows the Wandsworth Road address, which was renamed in honour of their member John Buckle after his death in 1983.
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As of 2026 the RCPB(ML) continues to use the 170 Wandsworth Road address, which is no longer a bookshop, but is renamed as John Buckle Centre. Their website (https://www.rcpbml.org.uk/catalog.htm, accessed 14/10/26) still uses a jbbooks email but notes that most publications are available to download or to contact them for printed versions.

Workers’ Party of Scotland
Thw Workers’ Party of Scotland was formed in 1966 by former members of The Committee to Defeat Revisionism, for Communist Unity (CDRCU). Their publication Scottish Vanguard , which was stared in September 1966, in 1970 and 1971 advertises their two branches of Scottish Vanguard Books at 270 Paisley Road Glasgow G5 and 105/107 Morrison Street Edinburgh EH3 8BX, these were amongst the shops listed by the English Communist Movement (Marxist-Leninist) (see above).
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The Glasgow bookshop achieved some notoriety when it was the subject of a police raid and 
weapons and £10,000 cash were found as part of an investigation into bank robberies by two WPS members. The WPS(ML) no longer existed after 1983 although it was relaunched later as the WPS by one of the members earlier convicted of the bank robberies.

And the Rest
Banner Books was an independent Maoist bookshop run by G.V Bijur which seems to have run from 1968 (although some sources date it from 1970 or 1971) to 1975.This was listed in the English Communist Movement (Marxist-Leninist)’s Communist England! of April 1970 (see above). Also known as Banner Books and Crafts and located at 90, Camden High Street London, NW1. It was not associated with a particular Maoist group but had some links with the Britain Vietnam Solidarity Front and their premises was also home to the Society for Anglo Chinese Unity (SACU) for some time. The shop was forced to close in 1975 following a fire believed to be one of a number of far-right organised arson attacks on bookshops. Bijur himself was injured in the attack and later returned to India where he set up another bookshop. The shop was also targeted by undercover police as revealed in the Undercover Policing Inquiry (UCPI)
(https://www.spycopsresearch.info/targets/banner-books, accessed 18/10/26).


Conclusions
This is very much a work in progress and needs input from bookshop workers and customers: photographs would be particularly appreciated. If you can contribute please get in touch via https://radicalbookhistory.org.uk/contact/ .
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